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— No ill-timed jealouſies mould find ſhelter i in 1 


be our breaſts, but we ſhould rely with a generous Sy 
a manly confidence on thoſe, whoſe virtues and 
abilities have gained them « our ſuffrages, and who, BR 
from their ſuperior means of IS ens „ 
titled to our ipplicit belief. "my YR ä Art „ 
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Tus fyle « of this Letter, ch elegant, is 
2, perfectly plain and intelligible, as the language of 
truth ought ever to be, it is at the ſame time man- 
5 ly, ne nervous and ſpirited, and breathes in every 
1 UE | nn e ſentiment « of an Indeper de 1 American. 


ys 


2 


\ | impartially, and without prejudice—it is replete 
5 with truths which will ſtand the teſt of rigid el» 
i 2 ©  quiry ; it does not contain an aſſertion. which 
cannot be verified, nor advance a theory which 
has not had the ſanction of practice. It does not 
alarm you with unneceſſary fears, but ſhows you 
by the fatal example of others, what we in our 

| turn have but too much reaſon to apprehend. 
> © Let it then rouſe within us that dignified ſpirit of 
Tl - reſiſtance to oppreſſion, under the influence of 
which we gained our Independence. Remem- 
[ber, chat to have continued colonies to Great- 
Britain, would not have been half ſo diſgraceful 
to us, as now to yield our ſovereignty, and bow 
to the yoke of France. Our means of defence 
are increaſed tenfold: fince the period when wwe 
declared, in the face of the world, that we would 

| Ee free, or die. Liſten not to the vile agents of 
5 France, who are daily ſtriving to deſtroy your 
1 confidence i in the. freeſt form of nen and 
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uous adminiſtration, that exiſt on earth, 
Let the Conſtitution be our rall ying int—Let 
us imitate the firm and ecifive conduct of our 
Executive. In ſhort, let us unite, and the ſame 
Providence which ſucceſsfully led us through. 
our Revolution, will crown with like ſucceſs 


our future efforts, i in the cauſe of Freedom and 


* 


Independence. e x . h 8 8 7 
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| PHILADELPHIA, MARCH 30, 1798. | 


. 3 of the 21ſt ö inſt. 
incloſing a vote of the town of Roxbury, upon the 
 ſubjeR of permitting the armament of private vel- 
ſels, was received by me on the 28th, too late to 
be preſented to the Houſe on that day, but on the 
next morning it Was read and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole Houſe on the State of 
the Union. I thank you, Sir, and your colleagues 
of the Committee, for the honor done me by con- 
fiding to my care a petition, which it was proba- 
bly known would not comport with my own- ſen- 
timents. Although I had long ſince formed an 
opinion different from that of my Fellow-Citi- 
zens of Roxbury, unger a due impreſſion of the 


magnitude of the ſubje& ; yet the vote of that re- 
11 


ble town had 4 On my E l 


* 


: ic heb me to * PE of 0 | 
own reflections upon the ſubjeR, and to weigh the 
principal argument ſuggeſted in their memorial. 

It is ſtill my misfortune to diſſent from this intel- 
ligent portion of my conſtituents. My principal 
conſolation is derived from your remark, that the 
meeting was aſſembled at a very ſhort notice. 5 
The unanimity of the deciſion may therefore be 
poſſibly imputed to a ſincere and laudable anxi- 

ety for Peace, rather than to a deliberate exami- 
; nation of the arguments relating to the ſubject. 
Without this preſumption, I ſhould ſtill heſitate 
to declare, that after much enquiry and reflection = 
more perhaps than every individual at that meet- 
| ing found time to beſtow upon the queſtion, 1 do | 
| believe it highly expedient and eſſential to the 
- commercial intereſt of this country, that our mer- a 
chants ſhould be 13 to arm their veſſels; i 
or, in other words, that they ſhould not be re- 
ſtrained from ſo doing by Ws TO N in 
certain ſpecial caſes. 1 


wy SENSE of duty 1 a 1 removing 
doubts from the minds of ſome of the inhabitants 
of Roxbury, induce. me to ſubmit to their cn ; 
eration. a ſketch. of certain reaſons, which. juſtify 
bs... concluſion to my on mind, 8 50 a 
nnn 5 . 


x 8 * 

* ” : « 

PE 33, 
* * 
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Tux law of Nature and of Nations author- 
ite the right of carrying arms for ſelf defence, by 
ſea as well as by land, and no law of the United 
States has ever ede to our citizens the ex- 
erciſe of this right. In practice it ſeems to have 
been regulated by the meaſure of danger incident 

to navigation in different latitudes and ſeas, The 
private ſhips of all nations deſtined for the coaſt 
of Africa, or beyond the Cape of Good- Hope, gen - 
5 erally, if not always, carry guns, and the fame 
practice obtains in the Mediterranean, The in- 
trigues of Mr. GEN Er, who, you well remember, 
came to this country with inſtructions to impli- 
cate us in a common cauſe with the French Re- 
public, required all the vigilance of government 
to counteract them. He had ſcattered his eom- 

miſſions for the equipment of privateers througi- 
out our ſeaports, and veſſels were daily armed 
and fitted out, to cruize againſ one of the bellig- 


| Trent powers. To defeat a ſtratagem evidently 
calculated to commit our neutrality, an act of 


Congrefs was paſſed in June, 1794, makitig 3 


penal to fit out and arm any veſſel in our ports 
with an intention to cruiæe or commit boſtilities againſt 
any of the powers at peace with ibe United States: 
and in the month of July following, a circular 5 
| order Was ſent to the Collectors from EG 
Pazsibunt, in which, among other chings, 3 it was 
e 15 A 
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is done with a hoſtile intent, and contrary to the 
: 0 of the act of Congreſs, Some ſpecial 
canes may indeed occur in which arming may 


19 2 
0 5 


* | 
chicrved,. te that cas! United * Mp beikg a nes | 
tral nation; the veſſels of their citizens in moſt. 


caſes do not require to be armed; the arming 


ſuch veſſels therefore raiſes a preſumption that it 


proper and neceſſary, but the 


caſes onght . 


R always to be examined and aſcertained, left be 9 


cover collafions with the powers at war. 


The colluſions here intended muſt have embra- 
ced principally the cafes of French privateers 


fitted out to cruize againſt the Britiſh there be- 


ing at that time, but little inducement for the 


Britiſh to fit out privateers againſt the French, as 


the navigation of the latter nation was then with- 


drawn: from the ocean, excepting as a few . 
1. ol war and Fase! 1 


. e the lecrees of the French DirefQory 
of July, 1796, and March, 1797, the depreda- 
tions of that nation upon our Commerce, which 
had never been entirely diſcontinued, encreaſed 


to a moſt alarming extent; inſomuch that i it be- 


une highly dangerous to riſque a voyage to any 


| part of the globe. Tux PRESIDENT adhering to 


the ſyſtem of his predeceſſor, ſtill thought fit to 
reſtrain the fai li 


the 


ling of gk veſſels not denne = 


5 tn 
; NTT 


the Eaſt-Indies 3 Not, as he expteſſed// in bis 


Speech to both Houſes at the laſt Seſſion of C 


greſs, from any doubts of the propriety of per- 
mitting our veſſels to employ means of defence 


while engaged in lawful commerce, but merely 1 
to prevent colluſion with the powers at war,” at 


the ſame time recommending to Congreſs "OT 


ſeribe ſuch regulations as would embrace both 
objects. For ſuch regulations, 1 then was, and 1-0 
ſill am, an advocate, and have yo doubt bur 


chat they may be ſo framed as to obviate the 


principal cauſe of apprehenſion aſſigned by the ; 


town, which refers to Captains who are e nobciti- be 


Lens of the United States. ' Congreſs 


however, think proper to interfere upon. this 1 + 
caſion. At the commencement of the late Seſſion, 


Tur PRESITD ENT ſtill repeated and enforced his : 


opinion of the neceſſity for this precautionary 
meaſure ; Our loſſes by French captures then a- 


een to > upwards of fifteen millions of dollars. a 


| ey Hout conformable to this view, limiting and 


reſtraining the right of arming to certain eales, 


the conſideration of which has beer poſt 
The depredations on our trade ' till enkel, 
and by a late decree of the Directory en 


tioned in another immenſe deſcription of caſes, 
under circumſtances which demonſtrate an inten- 


nber, a bill was reported to 
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in eg that no hope remains of a favorable 
termination of our embaſſy to France, after hav- 


EEE ESEST — 
3 och 
8 * 
8 ; 


"Ia ee convinced. as ; be tru 


ing inſtructed our Commiſſioners to do all but 
ounce. our national Independence to preſerve 


1 eace. e; and. finding that an exceſs of. caution to 
avoid giving offence produces no other fruit than 
an aggravation of injury and inſult, has decided, 


with that wiſdom and prudence that diſtinguiſhes 
all his actions, no longer to take the reſponſibili- 


ty of reſtraining protective meaſures upon him: 


: ; but by revoking the order to the Collectors, 
placed che right of arming upon the broad 


nnd vriginal, bake of che lam of Nature and Jo 
tions. A- reſolution has ſince been moved in the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives by thoſe who. were op- 
poſed to take any meaſures on this ſubject, to re- 


nn right of private armament * to 


the Collegen. To fuk as aro 1 ee Nee 
Highly injrion to our com] 


nd conſequently to enen inter 
6 Nan catir would rather inflame. than appeale 


1 


1 FO preſent. Dey of the French Re 


ir. „„ 
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Tus 2 of the e of Maſſa- 


5 2 for the laſt year, amounted to ſeven mil- 


lions and an half dollars ; ; of which four mil- 4 


lions and an half were the produce and manufac- 


tures of our own country. Any ſtagnation ol 


Commerce that ſhould totally impede the export 


ation of this ſurplus would be equivalent to a di- 
re tax upon the landed and manufacturing inter- 


eſts of the Commonwealth, of four millions and 
one half of dollars annually ; and though a. part 
of theſe may {till find their way to market in foreign 
bottoms, and the French have not yet formally 


compriſed theſe articles in their decrees; yet, upon 


a moderate computation, one half of this produce 


and theſe manufaQures will remain on hand, un- 
lelſs ſome fafe mode of exportation can be found in 
our own bottoms ; and this difference alone would 5 
amount 70 4 beavier land tax, than would proba- . 
bly be neceſſary to carry on an open war. The 


Profits ariſing from this exportation, to the claſs 
of exporters, eſtimated only at ten per cent. will 


amount to four hundred and fifty thouſand dol- 4 


lars per annum. In the ſame Commonwealch, 


the domeſtic tonnage, i excluſive of veſſels employ- "IS 


edi in [the coaſling trade _ fiſheries, 3 is but little 
ras mort 
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| Hört br on one * d ſeventy thouſand t tons, auch 


are worth three millions four hundred thouſand 


1 dollars, and give employ to ten thouſand ſeamen. 


The whole of this ſhipping. becomes uſeleſs to 


© 
the © owners, unleſs protected from capture, and 


Wa 


worſe than uſeleſs as it will be lubject to hea- 
vy damages and charges. | An immenſe number 


of Mechanics, i in different branches, and of labor- 


ing poor who depend upon the employment of 

| this maritime capital, would be reduced to diſtreſs, 
and the fall of produce would not only operate 
a8 a direct tax upon land, but, as the revenue a- 
riſing, from imports, and tonnage would be defi- 
cient, the deficit muſt alſo be levied upon land. 


is ſtate of things, we are forcibly impelled 


by the « conduct of France, which advances as we 
recede, which requites our caution and forbear- 15 


ance with renewed outrage, which plunders our 


veſſels on the ſeas, and waits only for a conveni- 
ent ſeaſon to follow them into our ports, and to 


ravage our coaſts. In a pecuniary view, let me 
could your fituation be worſe in time of open. 


* 
** T 
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war ? You, Sir, I am certain will agree with me 
| that this commerciz 
ed. The good people of Roxbury muſt alſo be 


al capital i is not to be abandon- 


ſe aſible that to the circulation of this capital by. 
means of foreign commerce, the augmentation of 


the value of n lands and Produce, and. the 


ane 


a 


flouriſhing ſtate of their town are to be imputed. 
Indeed the vote of the town holds up an expedcta 1 
5 tion that Congreſs will deviſe ſome adequate 
means to protect our Commerce. Three modes - 
of protection are all that occur to my imagina- 
tion— An Embargo, a Public Naval Armament, 
and an Armament of Private Veſſels. A general 
Embargo would not protect either our commerce 
£ or navigation, but deſtroy both, and produce the 
205 | evils above enumerated in their full extent. A 
partial Embargo upon our own veſſels, while it 
puts an end to our navigation, would materially. 
affect our commerce, and all that remains would 1 5 
be carried on by the belligerent nations or by neu- 
trals, under great additional charges and expenſes. 
5 Trance, one of the belligerent nations, would be 
thus deprived of our commerce in American bot- 
| toms, and has no ſhips of her own engaged i in 
trade. Great- Britain, on the contrary, n—_ 
many ſhips; would derive an immenſe benefit 
from becoming our carrierz. Her trade Would 
be enereaſed, and thus the only obſtacle on the 
. part of France to declaring war againſt us, which 
VB ker want of our Commerce, would be remov 7 2 
OD as herenemy would monopolize the whole of that 
benefit, excepting that 3 _ ill be 
carried on by neutrals. Could you, 
An eican; fit patiently an 
BIR . 


** 
„ = 2 
8 
ä x; 
a. 


* rr 
PI 


* 
I 
; 7 C 


Ly * » 

* os 3 2 
r 
— . 4 — * = 

— 


* 
ES 


* Ls din.” a. 


Ta Es 
„ 


* 


- Wy * 


— 
3 
"cfg 


* 
— 


„ 


Ia > 


ve xt „ 


1 — 


* 3 


2 


of < N - k * 
E rr r e 


Me: EO PL OUR or ..] tra or aete”s. 4 EEinategee 


5 
& 8 — 


— *, 2 2 mtg, of — 
e 
eee 


* Di 5 


3 


„ 3 
Y $85 oo ue ER. 


LEED 


b 


= + a ne r rr 
as 4 * . ” * 

bart ou . . 

„ 7 

5 4 ; 

R : * 

. 
% 


GE 


— 


* 


2 — 


- 
1 


| Ich too many wiſh ſhould. never + boJertats 
ommercial influence 
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Britain; or from Sweden, Denmart or the Hanſe 
Towns, riding triumphantly in our ports, and by - 


means of a few guns enjoying the whole carrying 


trade of the country, while our 6wn ſhips would 


be lying in the doeks; a prey to worms, and their 
owners and builders idle in our ſtreets, a prey to 


that devouring canker which feeds upon che 


ftrings! I will not believe that you are e to - 
: ſubmit to this 3 50 992 n 26 


8 N N | 4 mY 5 4 3 7 


* rob lic naval umbumvab is n itſelf the 5 
moſt natural, ial, and 1 believe frugal, defence 


NR 


ed. A growing jealouſy of © 


this noble object can be accom ” 
thing, however, might, and I truſt will, wm effe 1 


towards it. Reſolutions are before us, for the 
purchaſe or b 


uilding of a number of ſhips, that 
may mount from twenty to thirty guns. In the 


fame degree that evidence is afforded of a ſincere 
eee to _— naval ace err objee- N 


en will ſubſide. 5 They 1 not, 


waver; be entirely . A part of =" 


an 


+: '$n * * | 5 
. "IN ba; ; 
" © . 


0, 
3 


oy 
* 


(43 
— 


coaſt. The reſidue, diſtributed among * larger ; 


ſeaports, would be occaſionally uſeful in taking 


being alſo armed, might, together, diſplay a reſ- 
pectable force; but without this co-operation of 


$ 4 .* -\ 


private ſhips, any convoy that can be provided, 


| within a reaſonable time; would be inadequate 
to. the Rab: of our vations and 1 


e — i 


Tes, remaining reſource and that which A vic 
ration, is the armament lere veſſels. Abe 


leſt the indiſcretion of individuals, with arms in 


their veſſels, ſhould afford to the French Republic 
States. 


a cauſe for declaring war againſt the Unitec 
3 benen the 2 


zen, to violate, No juſt cauſe of war can be ins 


ferred from an omiſſion. on the part, of Govern» | 


ment, to reſtrain our merchantmen from armin A 
eng the commanders confine. themſely 


charge of ſmall ſquadrons of merchantmen, which 


jeQions to this meaſureare reduced e 


' To ple FRY pra or ae 7280 

; ns to a foreign nation, eſpecially a nation e- 

lated with conqueſt and aſpiring to the domina- z 
tion of the world, is an indiſpenſable duty, which 

it is treaſon in a Legiſlator, or even a private citi= 
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As operations. | In ſuch caſes, NE keep with 
In the pale of the law of nations. But ſuppoſe . 
they refuſe to ſubmit to the claim of ſearch ? By 
our treaty with France, the right of ſearching for 
: contraband goods behoves to be exerciſed in — 8 
punicular mode. The veſſel requeſting the ſearch 
1s to remain out of cannon ſhot, and to ſend only 
© two or three men aboard the neutral, and after 
0 examining her paſſport, ſhe is to be permitted to 

proceed. To this mode, the French have never 
conformed. The decrees before quoted, and their 
numerous captures, clearly prove, that they mean 
not to conform to it, and raiſe a preſumption, 
chat ſomething more than a mere ſearch is intend- 


ed in all caſes. Their treaty with us has been 
broken and aunulled.. Our Captains, therefore, 1 


ſtand vindicated in conſidering their pretences of 


ſearch, as hoſtile aggreſſions, . and f in . defending | 
themſelves by: force. TR: Lhe; FIR Ik | 


Bur it is ſaid to be arobable & that the com- 
manders of our veſſels may ſometimes be diſpoſed ; 
to act offenſively againſt the veſſels of that Re- 

: public. Intereſt, or the impulſe of paſſion, are 
the only motives that would aftuate a captain to 
commence a conflict with one of their veſſels. 5 
Under preſent circumſtances, neither his owner 
or himſelf could find an intereſt in ſuch. a rencoun- ” 
1 05 ter. 


— 


(_*i_) 


* 
The voyage would be Label the veſſel; 
cargo. and crew endangered, and in the event of 
victory, he could not capture or hold che veſſel of 
his adverſary. Nor can great danger be rationally | 
apprehended from the paſſions of an officer, 
Moſt owners will be ſolicitous to ſelect diſcreet 
and ſteady men 'to take charge of their veſſels, 
which to bear the expenſe of arming, will com- 
monly be of conſiderable burthen and richly la- 
den. The Captain too, will find an advantage 
in obtaining the approbation of his employer; 
he has uſually a property in ſome part of the 
cargo, and conſequently an intereſt in making his | 
voyage ſafe and expeditious. If he attacks even 
with a ſuperior force, it is poſſible that he may 
be defeated, or at leaſt meet with hard blows, 
and heavy damage; and he muſt. be a ſingular | 
commander, who prefers Sighting, for the love of 
it merely, to a tight bull, ſound ſpars, whole rig- 
ging, and a quick paſſage ; ; and ftill more rare 
muſt be thoſe characters, who, by beginning an 
engagement, would expoſe themſelves to the riſk 
of being treated as pirates, if taken either by their 
adverſaries, or by other veſſels of the ſame na- 
tion. Theſe conſiderations would have a power- 
ful operation upon the minds of moſt men, and 
if a few mad and inconſiderate perſons ſhould | 
prove to be beyond their influence ; abe nation 
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cold not ve ju pony far their condutt. - .A 
9 nation is not bound to anſwer for the crimes of 
its citizens, unleſs committed under its ſanction 
or authority; This remark is alſo an anſwer * 
che ſuggeſtion that perſons who have Been | 
 ralized i in this country may fit out veſſels to er- 


ify nati nal antipathies and reſentments. It is 


perhaps a better anlxer, that ſuch caſes are not to 


be ſuppoſed. Merchants, wherever they reſide, 


40 not undertake voyages fox the lake of fighti K 


epecially, kna Bat dt admiral and (officers of 
Er ne{s better than 


e ve : 


Tuosz cauſes of wax may be ter! 4 unjuſt, 
which are aſſumed as pretences to commence —4 
tilities, with views to gratify the luſt of ambition 
or conqueſt. Whenever the rulers of A nation 


are inclined to levy war, and are in a condition 
"of proſecute. it with a proſpett of. ſucceſs, ſo 
fertile is invention, that pretences are eafily 
found in ſpite of all the caution and of all the 
conceſſions, which, can be uſed. to avert this fa 
tal calamity. A libel, A caricature, a pretended 
affront to a Miniſter or to miſtreſs, cauſes the 5 
moſt trivial and contemptible, have given birth to 
cruel and deſtructive wars. While prudence and 
PAT. forbid the United States to furniſh to any 


nation 
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tation 2jun cauſe of wor ee le is uo feaſon to 


hope that the moſt timid caution and cireamſpes: 


tion will avail to reſtrain the French republic from 5 
rt this cou 
try, whenever ſhe ſhall be at leiſure for this pur- 
poſe, and ſhall be conifitmed in the belief, that 
our internal diyifions, and blind infatuation in he? 
favor, will enable her, if not to conquer, at leaſt | 


proceeding to the laſt extremities ag 


to divide the Union, She will make no other Was 
upon us but a maritime war, which, God knows, 
zs bad enough at preſent ; until ſhe feels f 


of that teſult. War is not the moſt eſfectual in- 


ſtrument, nor the firſt which France employs in 
che manufacture of the rights of man: Spies, e- 


nüiſaries, Excluſive, patriots, and the bonen yo 


dat or Alle material. ke pros 
tiers ars reſerved to give the 3 the | 


laſt poliſh; but the main 2 is acct 
fore theſe are taken in hand. meri can 
| Hefits of Oak ean be ſhiv 8100 Sad . 


wmſerumems of the firſt deſcription, War will not 
1g to aste it to'models altdadhy before | 
5 bat if it t uad wo Ms ae ond ; 
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Aa). 
. 8 a \ bayonet, The objet, Sir; of the preſent IE N 
. tory, is to divide the people from the government, | 
"nd ſubdivide the people from each other. You 
g | are al | ured of this by our Envoys, who have been 
ſent to that country, and whoſe patriotiſm and ſer- 
vices entitlethem to full credit, You have been al- 
ſured of it, by their envoys uniform and repeated 
appeals to the people. You have been aſſured of 
1 mit, by the capture and plunder « of American pro- 
So perty, continued and increaſing for four years; 
and by their decrees, vhich expoſe our citizens to 
the penalties of piracy when preſſed into foreign 0 
ſervice. But aboye all, you are aſſured of it, by the 
Z fearful fate of other countries, by the blood ſtain- 
| ed revolution of Geneva, the incorporation of 
Belgium, the ſubjugation of Holland, the diviſi- 
ons of Italy, the ſale of Venice, the commotions 
of Switzerland, and their known deſigns upon 
Louiſiana and the Floridas. Can you, Sir, ſeri- 
ouſly doubt of their hopes and expectations, that 
| Georgia, the Carolinas and Virginia, will paſs un- 
der their yoke ? That they have. an eye upon a 
i. Apalachian, as well as upon a Trans Apala- 
cbian republic? Or that when their projects are 
| matured, they will not wait for us hos arm our vel. 
. | _ to wh N 8 ts 
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| bable that we may rely upon an exemption from | g 


this general deluge, or that our ark will float up- . 


on the ſurface until the peaceful dove returns with 13 
che olive branch ! Surely their conduct towards us 


does not encourage theſe hopes. By their decrees, : 


they have made pretences for condemning our 


property in the front of a plain treaty; and, faſter 
than we could conform to their capricious requi- 


ſitions, they have made new decrees and new pre- 


Fr tences. Finding, at length, with what meckneſs 5 
and fortitude we have ſuſtained theſe outrages, 8 
they ] have now abjured pretences, and made war 

upon our commerce, ſcarcely deigning to af. 

_ kigna colorable reaſon. Do you not believe, , 

Sir, that theſe decrees, which directly or indi- 

f realy affect the Cage? portion of our commerce, 3 

will be backed by others, that will ſweep off Z 

all that. is left ? Sir, be not deceived ; they 3 

have already commenced the only war Whick 

they can proſecute againſt us. with ſycceſs, | 1 

during the preſent poſture of affairs i in Europe. | 

The only. war, which they Will ever attempt, 5 


it we remain united... But they exult in the per- 
ſuaſion that we cannot continue ſo. "They flatter Gs. 
| themſelves, that their agents, by fotering our lo. 
' al animoſities, have completed the moſt arduous "Rs 
ob of the buſineſs. Already their Geographers, = 


wee ſcale and dividers, an on the Map . 
VVV 
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of America, her. tas ces departments and 5 
municipalities. Already their Buon apartes and 


Bernadottes, are planning future triumphs ; here, | 
with the army of the Miſſiſippi and Ohio; here, 
with the army of the Cheſapeak and Delaware. 
Remember, Sir, n wn leſs: OY ps 

1 come to ra 


"Ina is 8 theſe 1 Prag thas the x na- | 


8 vigation.; and commerce of this country have a 
claim to protection, and that a permi ſſion for a pri- 
vate armament if not perfectly adequate to afford 
ſuch protection, is more efficacious than any o- 

ther, and ſuch as individuals have a natural right 
to eſtimate for themſelyes : believing that this 
; meaſure cannot accelerate a war by furniſhing * 
juſt cauſe of complaint, and that nothing on our 


part will prevent a war, if the opinion becomes | 


: confirmed that we are a divided people I am con- 
tent to declare that in my opinion this right ſhould 
not be prohibited by law.—1 repeat that I am 
| gill ready to co-operate in ſuch reſtrictions as 


4 


may tend to remove the ſcruples and principal 
yy objections of its oppoſers. 1 ſhould be content 
be to limit it to veſſels of a certain tonnage, to car- 5 

goes not contraband, or conſiſting of the property 5 


of any of the powers at war, and to require bonds 


from the owners of vellels for their Ee fo to 


l 


"hy 58 of neutrality, <3 it is n that the 5 


night of arming will be modified 1 certain r x 


 Rriftions of this nature, 19 95 90 VV 


To Liver the public attention the! mus . 


| queſtion, it has been inſiſted that a war with 


France will deprive us of our beſt cuſtomer. A 
5 comparitive view of the exports of the United 
= to the French and Britiſh Dominions has Z 
been mentioned as a proof of this aſſertion.— 0 
There i is no doubt, that France. may be .a good s 
cuſtomer upon two conditions ; when ſhe receives 158 
only what is lawfully carried, or willingly ſold to 
Her, and when ſhe pays for what ſhe receives.— 
But no juſt inference can be adduced from the 
compariſon between « our exportsto theſe countries | 
for the laſt year. Of eleven millions cleared out 
for the French dominions, not a third part conſiſt- 
ed of our own manufactures or produce; and of 


th a. Jas age n was deſtined for other's mar- 


Pin picky part of theſe 3 bd SY 
1 of 1 produce ; the market for which varies. y 


| from year to year. Our exports to the Britiſh do- 
1 minions, for the year preceding the laſt, amounted _ 


to twenty three millions; to France, in the ſame 1 
| year, to eleven millions only. In a time of peace, 5 


1 * . 's N it appears that our . 


e e aner 


tate of our commercial relations, in which it w 
be easy to demonſtrate, that our commerce would 
not fulfer more in time of open war than it will 
under the preſent predatory ſyltem, | This i inqui- 
7 ry would be ſuperfluous, for no man, of my ac- 
35 quaintance, is deſirous of reſorting to an offen- | 
_ five war, and if this diſaſtrous ſlate be forced up- 


: on us, we muſt prep dare to 5 meet it, wh its conſe. 
querices. 5 Wk Pon 
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 annual/ average exports to Great Britain were 6- 
bove nine millions, and to France only half that 
amount. So that if this ſtandard be aſſumed, the 
| reſult for a ſeries of years is not the moſt favoura- 
bi 15 -ble to our trade with France, and taking into view Nga 
vg their ſeizures , embargoes, detentions and bankn pt 
cies, it will be ſtill leſs lucrative. This ſubje& 


would lead to a very extenſive inquiry into the 
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Witte 1 pray Obd is avert this ts rmibble Z 


evil, I muſt declare my apprebeniſfions; that the 


league of reſentment with avarice, of ambitionwith 


violence, of power with fraud, which has over- 


whelmed the Republics: of Europe, and holds them 


in the fetters of deſpotiſm, B with the ſame - 
fate the liberties and indep« | 


| Te is time, Sir, for aur Fellow.Oitin - 
from the enchantment of miſtaken gratitude, from. 
10 the en of delufive nen m_ the indo - 


ens ee eee 5 


lence 


ene ne CO, of 3 It s 
time for them to realize, that the violence. whj 


a a * 4 2 


1 e commerce will ravage their coalls, 

ndnd bum their towns, Their hberties were never 
in ſuch danger, as at this moment. The peſti- 

lence of French politics, which walks in darkneſs, | 

* will be. followed by the deſtruction that waſteth 
at noon day. For this peſlilence union is the 
only antidote, 2 this deſtruction, union is 

uard. It is efficacious and infalli- 

ble. Our country will yet be happy, if a ſpirit 

a of union, ſuch as was manifeſted by. the inhabi- 
tants of Roxbury and Milton at the dawn of our 

revolution, ſhould extend its ſacred flame through- 


I the only ſafe 


dut America. 1 You, Sir, whoſe zeal was ſo conſpi 
1 cuous at that eventful era; your fellow townſ- 
men, whoſe ſerifices and ſufferings were. ſo emi- 


7 I DEG. will not readily ſurrender, without an effort, 5 
8 which p you ſo hardly wreſted from another. a N . 
Wy Sir, may be effected by your example ; the ſpi _- 
and diſcipline of the militia may be revived ; the 
forts on the hills and iſlands in our neighborhood | 
1 repaired ;. and.af any blind admiration of 
125 the F rench or of their meaſures ſhould yet lurk in 
2 of the inhabitants of Roxbury, 1 
1 3 I will. not believe to be poſſible, no perſon 


n, the liberty NT 


is more capable than Yourlelf of demonſtrating its 
. and 1 its 9 l 
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Suck. Sir, are my ſentir ments: and thougnm 
time and events can alone try their merits, my 
country holds the moſt ſubſtantial pledges for my 
" ROT and ardent aFeftion, I am embarked _ 
with you, and my fellow citizens, in the ſame inter- 
eſts ; I am bound to the ſame ſoil ; my domeſtia 
ties are of the ſtrongeſt nature; and the competen- 
7, on which I depend to educate my children in 


a mortal deteſtation of all foreign influence, will 


be inſtantly and deeply affected by a war. The 
only favor, Sir, that I can ſolicit from you, or from 
the Inhabitants of Roxbury, is a candid belief, 
chat: my endeavours to ſerve them are zealous and 
 fineere ; ; and ambitious as I am of their good opi- 


nion, the only mode in which I deſire to ſecure 


» is by obeying, on all occ aſions, the dictates of 


* * * * 8 £ \ \ * * 3 "oy . : . „ 
y conſcience. „„ 
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Aer the honor to be, Sir, your moſt obe- 
| Gent humble ſervant, 
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